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Webinar: A global spatial analysis reveals where marine
aquaculture can benefit nature and people
Title:
A global spatial analysis reveals where marine aquaculture can benefit nature and people
Speaker:
Seth Theuerkauf, PhD, Aquaculture Scientist, The Nature Conservancy
Sponsor:
NOAA's National Ocean Service Science Seminar; coordinator is Tracy.Gill@noaa.gov
Webinar Access:
Please register at https://noaabroadcast.adobeconnect.com/aquaculture/event/registration.html
After registering, an email will arrive with the webinar address.
Users should use either IE or Edge on Windows or Safari if using a Mac. Audio will be available thru the computer only; no
phone. Questions will be addressed in the chat window. This Webcast will be recorded, archived and made accessible in the
near future. You can test your ability to use Adobe Connect at the following
link: https://noaabroadcast.adobeconnect.com/common/help/en/support/meeting_test.htm
Audio is over the computer, so adjust volume on your computer speakers or headsets.
Questions? Email Tracy.Gill@noaa.gov
Abstract:
Aquaculture of bivalve shellfish and seaweed represents a global opportunity to simultaneously advance coastal ecosystem
recovery and provide substantive benefits to humanity. To identify marine ecoregions with the greatest potential for
development of shellfish and seaweed aquaculture to meet this opportunity, we conducted a global spatial analysis using key
environmental (e.g., nutrient pollution status), socioeconomic (e.g., governance quality), and human health factors (e.g.,
wastewater treatment prevalence). We identify a substantial opportunity for strategic sector development, with the highest
opportunity marine ecoregions for shellfish aquaculture centered on Oceania, North America, and portions of Asia, and the
highest opportunity for seaweed aquaculture distributed throughout Europe, Asia, Oceania, and North and South America.
This study provides insights into specific areas where governments, international development organizations, and investors
should prioritize new efforts to drive changes in public policy, capacity-building, and business planning to realize the
ecosystem and societal benefits of shellfish and seaweed aquaculture.
About the Speaker:
Dr. Seth Theuerkauf is an Aquaculture Scientist with The Nature ConseRvancy where he leads global-scale synthesis science
efforts to better understand and optimize aquaculture’s ecosystem services, as well as multiple efforts around the world to
support national governments in improving capacity for aquaculture siting and management. Before joining The Nature
Conservancy in April 2019, Seth worked in a joint position with the United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration and The Nature Conservancy where he supported efforts to improve siting of aquaculture operations. Seth has
over a decade of marine science research experience, holds a Ph.D. in marine conservation ecology from North Carolina
State University, and a B.S. in biology and environmental policy from the College of William and Mary.
Subscribe to the OneNOAA Science Seminar weekly email:
Send an email to OneNOAAscienceseminars-request@list.woc.noaa.gov with the word `subscribe' in the subject or body. Visit
the OneNOAA Science Seminar Series website for more information.
(Seth Theuerkauf, PhD, Aquaculture Scientist, The Nature Conservancy)
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